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Al-Islam wa al-Malayt wa al-Siyadah fi al-Mubhit:
Sultanat Brunei wa al-Isti'mar Eropa fi Borneo

Abstract: The politics and trade in Southeast Asia since the 7" century
had seen the early rise of Brunei as an important port in Borneo. When the
Malacca fell to the Portuguese in 1511, Islam spread to northern Borneo.

Brunei grew as a new, powerful Islamic sultanate; European traders
stopped by its port as they bought spices in the Moluccas. Friendships and
conflicts of interest between the two powers were exacerbated by the issue
of Christianization and Islamization. In the 16" century the conflicts
forced Brunei to defend and expand its territory from North Borneo to the
Philippines. This article discusses the Sultanate of Brunei's early growth in

the 15" and 16" Centuries particularly related to the political context of
religion and trade in Southeast Asian waters. The article presents reasons
why their initial encounters with Europeans, especially the Portuguese and
Spaniards, were important not only for Brunei’s dynamic history, but also

for the establishment of its Islamic and Malay identities in later periods.

Keywords: Sultanate of Brunei, Indonesia, Europe, Islam, Malay,
religion and politics, trade, Southeast Asia.
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Abstrak: Dinamika politik dan perdagangan di Asia Tenggara sejak abad ke-7
Masehi turut mewarnai kemunculan awal Brunei sebagai sebuah pelabuhan
penting di pantai utara Borneo. Ketika tahun 1511 Malaka jatuh ke tangan
Portugis, Islam justru menyebar ke wilayah utara Borneo, dan Brunei tumbuh
menjadi kesultanan Islam baru yang berpengarub; para pedagang Eropa
melintasi Brunei ketika mereka mencari rempah-rempah di Kepulavan Maluku.
Persababatan dan konflik kepentingan di antara keduanya semakin dipertajam
dengan isu Kristenisasi dan Islamisasi, memaksa Brunei pada abad ke-16 M
untuk terus melakukan perluasan wilayah kekuasaan dari Borneo Utara hingga
Filipina. Tulisan ini membabas periode awal pertumbuban Kesultanan Brunei
pada abad ke-15 dan 16 M, dan bagaimana perjumpaan awal mereka dengan
imperialisme Eropa, khususnya Portugis dan Spanyol, dalam konteks politik
agama dan perdagangan di perairan Asia Ienggara, sangatlah penting bukan
hanya bagi sejarah Brunei yang cukup dinamis, tetapi juga bagi pembentukan
identitas Islam dan ke-Melayu-an bangsa Brunei di masa-masa selanjuinya.

Kata kunci: Kesultanan Brunei, Eropa, Islam, Melayu, agama dan
politik, perdagangan, Asia Tenggara.
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Guidelines

Submission of Articles

tudia Islamika, published three times a year since 1994, is a
S bilingual (English and Arabic), peer-reviewed journal, and

specializes in Indonesian Islamic studies in particular and
Southeast Asian Islamic studies in general. The aim is to provide readers
with a better understanding of Indonesia and Southeast Asia’s Muslim
history and present developments through the publication of articles,
research reports, and book reviews.

The journal invites scholars and experts working in all disciplines
in the humanities and social sciences pertaining to Islam or Muslim
societies. Articles should be original, research-based, unpublished
and not under review for possible publication in other journals. All
submitted papers are subject to review of the editors, editorial board,
and blind reviewers. Submissions that violate our guidelines on
formatting or length will be rejected without review.

Articles should be written in American English between
approximately 10.000-15.000 words including text, all tables and
figures, notes, references, and appendices intended for publication.
All submission must include 150 words abstract and 5 keywords.
Quotations, passages, and words in local or foreign languages should



be translated into English. Studia Islamika accepts only electronic
submissions. All manuscripts should be sent in word to: studia.
islamika@uinjkt.ac.id.

All notes must appear in the text as citations. A citation usually
requires only the last name of the author(s), year of publication, and
(sometimes) page numbers. For example: (Hefner, 2009a: 45; Geertz,
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Arabic romanization should be written as follows:

Letters: ), b, t, th, j, b, kb, d, db, 1, z, s, sh, 5, d, t, 2,  gh, [, g, |,
m, n, b, w, y. Short vowels: 4, 7, u. long vowels: 3, 1, 0. Diphthongs:
aw, ay. Ta marbizi: t. Article: al-. For detail information on Arabic
Romanization, please refer the transliteration system of the Library of

Congress (LC) Guidelines.
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